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MINUTES
WARRICK COUNTY DRAINAGE BOARD
&
DEPARTMENT OF STORM WATER
August 9, 2021
Regular Session
Old Historic Courthouse
107 W. Locust St. Suite 303
Boonville, In 47601
812-897-6170


The Warrick County Drainage Board and Department of Storm Water met in regular session with Bob Johnson, President; Dan Saylor, Vice President; Terry Phillippe, Secretary; Steve Sherwood; Storm Water; Phil Baxter, Surveyor; Jason Baxter, Deputy Surveyor and Jennifer Curry, Recording Secretary. Morrie Doll, Attorney-absent

Present in the audience: Jim Morley Jr, Mark Chamness, Chad Wagner, Glen Meritt, Ray Lamey, 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

President Johnson opened the meeting of July 26, 2021 with the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

President Bob Johnson: Our first item is the approval of minutes for July 26, 2021

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: I make a motion to approve the minutes.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Second.

President Bob Johnson: All in favor 3-0

MARK CHAMNESS- CHAMNESS SURVEYING- GRANDPA’S TWO CREEK RIDGE SUB.- BOONVILLE, IN 47601

President Bob Johnson: Next up we have Mark Chamness with Chamness Surveying for Grandpa’s Two Creek Ridge Subdivision requesting no drainage.

Mark Chamness: Mark Chamness with Chamness Land Surveying.

President Bob Johnson: This is a request for no drainage.

Phil Baxter: Yes, they’re just splitting a piece of ground, large acreage and there’s no need for it.

President Bob Johnson: Everyone’s okay with it? Anything to add Mr. Sherwood?

Steve Sherwood: Nope.

President Bob Johnson: I’ll entertain a motion.

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: I make a motion to approve.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Second.

President Bob Johnson: All in favor 3-0.

Mark Chamness: Thank you

CHAD WAGNER-KISSEL-WAGNER- McNEELY MANOR SUBDIVISION- HORNBROOK DRIVE

President Bob Johnson: Next we have Kissel-Wagner for McNeely Manor Subdivision requesting no drainage.

Chad Wagner: Chad Wagner Kissel-Wagner Surveying.

Phil Baxter: It’s the same scenario, all is good.

Steve Sherwood: Nothing else to add.

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: I’ll make a motion.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Second.

President Bob Johnson: All in favor 3-0

Chad Wagner: Thank you

JIM MORLEY JR- MORLEY & ASSOCIATES- MINOR’S RIDGE SUBDIVISION- NEW HARMONY ROAD, BOONVILLE, IN 47601

President Bob Johnson: How are you doing Mr. Morley?

Jim Morley Jr: I’m doing great, how about you all?

President Bob Johnson: Doing well, you are requesting no drainage this is for Minor’s Ridge Subdivision on New Harmony Road.

Phil Baxter: Yes, same scenario these are large acre lots.

Steve Sherwood: I have nothing else to add.

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: I will make a motion on this one as well.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Second.

President Bob Johnson: All in favor 3-0

JIM MORLEY JR-MORLEY & ASSOCIATES- BELLMOORE LANDING SEC. 1A & SEC. 1A Lot 1- 3788 LIBBERT ROAD, NEWBURGH, IN 47601

President Bob Johnson: Next up we have the same team with Bellmoore Landing Sec. 1A & Sec. 1A Lot 1 Libbert Road for final drainage improvement.

Steve Sherwood: This is a lot in an already developed and approved over-all drainage plan, they have a retention basin and a certain amount of drainage, all of these lots have already been pre-approved as part of a larger drainage plan. Is that correct Phil, I don’t think I missed anything?

Phil Baxter: Yes. 

Jim Morley Jr: Yes, so on this project it was a large lot in Bellmoore Landing and we are subdividing it into two lots and the little purple square in there we are actually providing an on-site basin for these lots in addition to the existing drainage that was out there.

Steve Sherwood: For the record this is Lot 29 I believe in Bellmoore Landing which is going to be replatted into these two lots before you.

Phil Baxter: It is directly north of Burger King. 

President Bob Johnson: Okay, any questions?

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Yeah, I have a question. Guy’s is there any data out there showing all these retention basins and what they are doing with the mosquitos and all of that, I am getting so sick and tired of retention basins. I am. I am getting sick and tired of seeing 6-foot grass around them, they look like shit, I am just getting tired of it. Everywhere I go I see retention basins and they look like crap, we’ve had nothing but problems with them because they change the levels, I’m just….

Jim Morley Jr: For the record, the way the ordinance is set up in Warrick County it’s the land owner, if it is a residential subdivision, commercial subdivision, whatever it is their responsibility to maintain that. You are correct, as water level comes up and down it soaks that bank and you know, makes it wet, but that does fall on the property owner the maintenance of it.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Perfect example is this one right here, main corridor how many cars a day pass through that? 30,000-40,000? Okay, I cant…we’ve had the State down there we’ve had everybody down there and that looks like crap again and so I tell you what I’m going to do, I want to create an ordinance just for these that we can go just like our nescience ordinance….

Jim Morley Jr: I can tell you relative to that one I know one of those lots wraps around and coves the highway side of that lot, we didn’t do that subdivision myself but I know the parcels and it wraps around…that ground you are talking about is on someone’s commercial lot in there.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: I know.

Jim Morley Jr: I don’t know from a Drainage or Storm Water Board what your vehicle is for making that cleaned up, but I know it’s stated on the plat that the property owner is responsible to maintenance.

Steve Sherwood: It states in the plat also Warrick County does not maintain those basins.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Jim, you look in this area just in this area, we have a new on down on Bell and Vann a big one, that looks like crap because it’s not done, we have another one right around Acapulco, then we have another one on the apartments on the back side, you have this one and this one…there is just so many. Jason has went down there and sprayed himself down there around them; we’ve had a drowning a couple years ago in one. I don’t know guys, and maybe I don’t notice in other communities you know, I haven’t been up north of Indianapolis there in those communities to see how they are doing it, but I have been down to Nashville and I just don’t see them everywhere.

Jim Morley Jr: You don’t see basins or you don’t see basins that aren’t being well maintained?

Commissioner Dan Saylor: I don’t see that many basins.

Jim Morley Jr: SO, in this area I will tell you that some of the basins you all get are larger…either more of them or larger than they need to be because about Bell Road to the Vanderburgh County line that ground is in a 100 year flood plan and so they need to dig holes to fill dirt out. I can tell you in the Arbor Pointe Subdivision we did that project originally and those lakes hold significant storage in those lakes than what is required by code because they needed…

Steve Sherwood: Just to generate the dirt to raise the building sites to the proper level.

Jim Morley Jr: I think to me the ones I see more of a challenge on have been in areas, for me the ones that are in residential areas where homes are built around them it seems like those are getting maintained pretty decent, but the ones that are commercial…well some of the commercials I know Danny has a couple in his commercials and he maintains them, I mean they mow theirs every other week or whatever but some folks who aren’t as active in the management of their commercial ground they get let go. I agree, it’s not the way it should be done.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: That’s what bothers me, you are right, Danny Ubelhor mows his retention basin you never see 2-foot grass around his retention basin, ever. I mean, this is the doorway to our community and you come by and I’ve called the State, I’ve asked them to do their part and they’ve gotten better about coming down and you know here we have a lot of people coming to our community to watch a nationally televised golf outing and I have 4 to 5-foot section grass along that corridor. I can point to it everywhere and I know this is not at you (Jim) but I’m just frustrated that every time we turn around we are building another retention basin. I have heard from people about mosquitos and whether or not they are maintained they become stagnant….so anyway I’m done.

Steve Sherwood: The primary preface is obviously retain the water and release it at a controlled rate because we have a lot of flooding issues and I believe an ordinance was created or adopted through Drainage Board way back when in Ohio Township to sub-divide a property and have adequate retention to contain the post pre-developed condition. Second of all, IDEM likes them because all these subdivisions that drain to them it gets a chance to settle out and contain any pollutants, suspended solids, we just went through that in the audit last week about a new general rule is going to come out with some more information on retention basins.

Jim Morley Jr: Yeah, I don’t think if I am sitting on your side of the desk I don’t think I am against detention basins I think they serve a valuable purpose, I think I am against the folks not maintaining the detention basins the way they need to be maintained.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: That is my frustration Jim. I mean, you go over to Vanderburgh County and it just seems like we just have so many disproportion…you look at Vanderburgh County at the Cosco, Chic-fil-a corridor, what is that, Crosspoint corridor, you don’t see those retention basins in there. I mean, there is some…

Jim Morley Jr: The truth is they are there…

Commissioner Dan Saylor: I know Target, it’s underneath.

Steve Sherwood: They’re just hidden better.

Jim Morley Jr: Yeah we just hid them well in the Cosco area, the one for Cosco like all that area there the detention basin for it is behind Academy Sports, so they are there they just are strategically placed.

Steve Sherwood: Some of those around Sams and Academy they are dry basins, they mow them with regularity; they have concrete channels that connect the pipes and threads at the bottom of the ditch.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: We have dry basins on the Bell Oaks…they are dry alright you cant even get in there to mow them…

Jim Morley Jr: I do think there is valid concern that some of them are not being maintained properly or not, but from an enforcement standpoint if that is a Storm Water Board thing or Drainage Board thing, but for sure on the plat calling out who is responsible for maintaining them and who is not responsible for maintaining them. I hear what you are saying.

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: Second conversation of the day basically points to us needing a Code Enforcement Officer/ Inspector. 

Commissioner Dan Saylor: That’s it.

President Bob Johnson: Okay.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: I’ll shut up.

President Bob Johnson: No, that’s just something we need to take up and discuss at another meeting. So, we are looking for…. I wanted to hear from others on this…Phil do you have any issues here or Steve?

Steve Sherwood: As I described it is part of an overall approved larger drainage plan this is lot 29 in Bellmoore that is being divided so it already has approved drainage for it.

President Bob Johnson: Okay

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: I make a motion to approve it.

President Bob Johnson: Am I going to get a second?

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Second.

President Bob Johnson: All in favor 3-0

Jim Morley Jr: Thank you all, appreciate it.

Steve Sherwood: You think that hurts, you have a subdivision with two basins coming before you just thought I’d set the table for that

GLEN MERITT- CASH WAGGNER & ASSOCIATES- VILLAS OF OAK GROVE SUBDIVISION- OAK GROVE ROAD & LIBBERT ROAD INTERSECTION, NEWBURGH, IN 47601

President Bob Johnson: Next up we have Glen Meritt from Cash Waggner and Associates for Villas of Oak Grove Subdivision new subdivision drainage approval.

Glen Meritt- Glen Meritt with Cash Waggner, that was going to be my first comment that we have two and they are very large. Same situation as Jim brought up I mean, there is a lot of fill required on this site to meet the flood retention grade and raise the building pads up so the basins that we have on the plan are severely oversized. If you use the rational calculations per your ordinance I can store the 100 year in the north basin by itself and ignore the detention in the middle basin I think I have 3.5 acres of lake.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Why are we building two? Because of the dirt?
President Bob Johnson: The dirt.

Glen Meritt: They are 20 to 30-foot deep, just to get the dirt to balance it’s 4 to 5-foot of fill

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Well, the 20 to 30-foot ones deep they don’t tend to moss up and they aren’t necessarily the mosquito havens…

Steve Sherwood: And they are too deep to be dry basins. This is for the Villas of Oak Grove which is the Chris Combs development about a half mile west of (?) on the south side of Oak Grove Road.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: So again, you are going to have in that little area three (3)….the one for the Fire Station which is going to be huge and now these two…guys I rest my case. I don’t know.

Steve Sherwood: I believe he owns 60 acres north of that that you will be seeing sometime in the near future too.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Are we doing something wrong? Or is it just because the lay of the land?

Jim Morley Jr: Low ground.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: What’s that? Low ground?

Steve Sherwood: A lot of that area from Libbert, Oak Grove, Epworth, a lot of it is in and out of the flood plain it is that low.

Glen Meritt: It’s required in the ordinance to do detention and it’s the cheapest alternative, some cases you get double benefit that you need the dirt and you need to do storage….

Steve Sherwood: Your first floor elevation has to be 2-feet above the 100 year flood elevation by law. 

Glen Meritt: Underground storage is so expensive that some people shy away from it, but in most cases…..

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Was what Combs did on Magnolia was that real expensive?

Steve Sherwood: It was underground.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Yeah I know

Glen Meritt: It gets fairly expensive, that one just didn’t have the room to do anything but that with it being that long narrow strip we had trouble with the underground to work on that one with what we did.
Jason Baxter: Then keeping all the dirt and everything out of it while it’s getting built or whatever to make it work properly…

Commissioner Dan Saylor: It just seems like this big area we could’ve made one detention for that whole big area, that Walmart area.

(Jim Morley Jr. speaks from audience---can not dictate for record)

President Bob Johnson: I don’t know, come on up and talk to us.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Jim’s point is well taken, the ones with residence and the Associations who take responsibility for the nicer homes they obviously keep those nice, they aren’t going to accept 2-foot grass. However, it’s more the commercial ones, but we do have problems with the residential ones you know, it’s more of them changing the elevation than anything.

Steve Sherwood: I believe this one, The Villas, is going to be similar to Magnolia there are basically six (6) units under one roof all around.

Glen Meritt: Yeah, it’s townhomes I think some of the buildings are different I think we have 4, 6, and 8 plexus on it, it’s kind of a mix staggered the building in some areas to get drainage.

Steve Sherwood: The center basin for lack of a better term it is in the backyard surrounded 100% by an oval roadway and the basin is in the middle of that oval and all these units back up to the center basin?

Glen Meritt: Yeah you wont ever see it.

Steve Sherwood: And then the front basin you referred to earlier is right along the right of way south of the right of way of Oak Grove Road.

Glen Meritt: There is a Vectren transition line there south of Oak Grove so that basin is going to look like it’s way off of Oak Grove Road, but you will see it, but it’s still a pretty significant distance off the street.

Steve Sherwood: So the interior basin connects and drains to the northern basin and that outflows from the road side ditch and I believe you answered all the questions that Bobby and Phil had. I missed some of the discussion on this while I was out for medical leave. 

President Bob Johnson: Anything else Mr. Commissioner?

Commissioner Dan Saylor: No, Sir.

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: I make a motion to approve.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Second.

President Bob Johnson: All in favor 3-0. I do understand and agree with your situation hearing your concern, I think that we just got to pull together as a team and start looking at this on how we can modify this and make it better whether it is through the detention basin itself, or do we have as Terry mentioned somebody that goes out and inspects.

Jason Baxter: We need some kind of authority of some sort.

President Bob Johnson: And they will have to pay for themselves.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: I don’t disagree, what’s really frustration is these lots in this area, this one here especially, they sell for very good money and you cant tell me that it’s not going to cost $75-$100 a week to maintain. That is just ridiculous, that is somebody that doesn’t care about our community and I hear more about tall grass, roadside grass, this corridor is one of the worst corridors. The ditch gets grown up, Jason…we’ve spent $12,000-$13,000 worth of tax payers money to get that cleaned up, but he goes down on his own and sprays because he knows what’s coming when I’m about to get sideways with him, but then you go north of that it’s tall grass…I don’t know.

President Bob Johnson: My gut feeling tells me on this cooperate type properties is that these folks are not Warrick County residents that own these properties.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: They don’t give a damn.

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: They don’t care enough

Jason Baxter: The one we just spoke about he was out of Kentucky, correct?

Jim Morley Jr: This is just because we are using that map, so just to give a history on this one, this was originally developed by a guy named Greg Moore who went bankrupt, First Bank inherited the land back from Greg through bankruptcy or whatever and then First Bank sold pretty much everything they had to Cardinal Crossing, and now Cardinal Crossing is in the process of trying to re-sell those lots out to people. The basin you’re talking about is on ground is owned by a private entity, the folks in Henderson don’t own the ground…

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Cardinal Crossing doesn’t own that ground?

Jim Morley Jr.: They don’t own the ground that the strip along the highway…

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Yeah the south side of the ditch….

Jim Morley Jr: That, I mean, if I had a GIS page I could tell you I think it is the Enterprise lot that wraps around that.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Jason, do you know who owns that?

Jason Baxter: I got it at my desk; I spoke to him but…

Jim Morley Jr: Before you leave I can pull it up, but it’s on a piece of property that has been developed that is not owned by the folks in Henderson, the folks in Henderson bought the vacant ground and that piece was already gone I’m pretty sure when it was done. The other comment you have made, and it is possible to do, there are communities that build regional detention basins in which there is one great detention basin and for lack of a better terms buy credits out of that detention basin. The challenge is…

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Getting water to that central location…

Jim Morley Jr: Well, no it’s not even that. I mean, typically like for this development if you put a lake where…what is that electric place on Bell Road…Ciholas, if you put a lake there and you put a big detention lake there you could let a lot of water down stream go off undetained and basically you are stopping…there used to be 1000 gallons coming down the ditch and you choke it down to 100 gallons that means you can cut 900 gallons free down stream and so you can create regional detention basins and you can sell credits in those regional detention basins. In fact, Henderson is looking at doing something similar to that on their I-69 project because they are going to have a bunch of borrowed pits; it’s just not been done here. The secret is that you have to create those regional detention basins upstream of the development because you cant create them downstream because then you are creating flooding between the development and when it gets to the basin. So if you say that you have a bunch of low ground down there at Grimm and Oak Grove Road that ground is too late, it’s too far down stream you have to create the basin upstream, but it is I can tell you, you were talking about how come they done have them on the east side where the east side YMCA and Lowe’s is? The detention basin for that project is over; you know where CINTAS is on the other side of the Interstate? That’s where the detention basin is for that one.

Steve Sherwood: Where they are currently reconstructing the basins right now.

Jim Morley Jr: No, next to that one that’s a different one.

President Bob Johnson: There on Telegraph or whatever?

Jim Morley Jr: Yeah, so basically there we put that basin over there, we suck water off the ditch, we take that flow rate from 1000 gallons down to 100 gallons and then when it gets to the YMCA we let that water go un-detained and put 900 gallons back in so there is still 1000 gallons. There are some creative ways to take care of detention or regional detention systems, I mean, there are a lot of different ways it could be done

Commissioner Dan Saylor: But it’s too late here, right?

Jim Morley Jr: Correct, these basins are already here…

Commissioner Dan Saylor: So, what’s going to happen when Meijer’s comes in? Another detention basin?
Jim Morley Jr: Yup, they already have a plan.

Steve Sherwood: They already have it proposed on the plan.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: I know, so how many lots are down the Wellness Trail? There’s going to be, if we get the new sports complex…

Jim Morley Jr: They will have one too.

Steve Sherwood: We’ve talked about building a regional one north of where the proposed sports complex would be, but it takes money. Now, a lot of this terrain or topography driven to where it will work as Jim was eluding to.

Jim Morley Jr: We did, it was actually before ya’lls time, but we created retention credits in the front of Windbrooks Subdivision because we pulled water off a ditch there and there were credits there if they ever developed something downstream of Windbrooks, they never did so we never used them, we created detention credits there and we created detention credits in Arbor Pointe and then the folks that developed Arbor Pointe went out of business so they will never get used. There is a way to do it, so yeah; it’s not an unheard of thing to create a regional detention basin.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: I see people, if they need to borrow a pit then I get it, they are hauling dirt in from other locations I know it’s expensive and a lot of money. However, you know, to create that detention, if they don’t need detention…I guess my question is when you are doing a project there is going to be money allocated for that. There has to be, drainage and all of that, so who would build the central detention pit? Is that County?

Jim Morley Jr: Who would build a regional detention basin?

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Yeah, a regional detention basin.

Jim Morley Jr: In theory the County could build one and then sell detention credits in it, or if a private developer and the County got together and said this is something we want to do, I mean in theory private developer could build it and sell detention credits…

Commissioner Dan Saylor: So, in other words, his observation is that it takes money, however there is a work around to that. Is that something that the County went in and let’s say $500,000 on a regional detention basin in your estimation is that likelihood that $500,000 would come back to the County to pay for it?

Jim Morley Jr: It depends on where the regional detention basin is used to the extent that…let’s just say if we did one in the Bellmoore Landing area, let’s say you dug a big hole up by Ciholas and you are storing all this water the reality of it is that everybody downstream from you needs fill dirt and if they had the opportunity, I’m just speaking straight with you, if they had the opportunity of paying the County $50,000 detention credit money, but they have to dig a lake anyways to get fill dirt they would come to me and ask if they can get the volume they need for the lake I have to dig anyways I need to borrow and most likely the answer is yeah they could get it, and they could say well, Warrick County we don’t want to pay $50,000 in detention credits because we have to dig a lake anyways. Now, if Bellmoore Landing didn’t have a detention system in it and Burger King came in and we said Burger King you have to have 10,000 gallons of storage, and they come back and say they don’t want to have one of those ugly pits or we don’t want to have underground detention it makes sense for Burger King to come in as a one off and say yeah we’ll pay the $5,000 in detention credits. It depends upon each project we look at it differently, they do have a wetland bank credits it’s a little bit the same way that for environmental projects if you destroy a wetland you can buy credits in a wetland bank, it’s a similar deal on a little 1 lot deal, it probably makes sense to buy credits. In a big subdivision if the developer says he has to dig a hole anyways to get fill dirt for our roads and stuff like that…

Steve Sherwood: It’s a lot strategy driven, it has to be in the watershed and there is a lot of things that need to fall into place as Jim is saying something like that happening.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: So, I think the answer is here, and I’m not for government oversite, however if you maintain what you got then you are not going to have any government oversite you will never hear from us. However, the people who don’t I think that is our answer we have to have an ordinance dealing with these and I don’t know if we put residentials in there or just have an ordinance for commercials I don’t know I haven’t thought about it.

Jim Morley Jr: Did you (Terry) show him the GIS page who the lot owner was?

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: If we are talking about the basketball goal this morning, if I understood Morrie’s letter correctly that if it is in the plat description then APC has jurisdiction over it, and then the complaint would go to APC and APC at the very least could send them a letter, so that is step one.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: I don’t think I’ve gotten a letter out of APC in five years, maybe that’s my fault that I am not persistent enough.

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: Then the second step is maybe a Code Enforcement Officer.

Jim Morley Jr: I will tell you, every basin that I have ever done is on somebody’s property and if you look at your GIS page it will tell you who’s property it’s on. In fact we intentionally don’t put them in out lots because we want them to be somebody’s responsibility. There used to be communities that people would want to put them in out lots and then people would stop paying taxes on them and then the County or the City would inherit the tax sale and so now you are fixing it. Every basin I have done in the last 20-something years every one of them is in somebody’s front yard, back yard, side yard, whatever so anybody should be able to go look at that GIS page and say that’s “Bob Smith’s” he has been maintaining that, so you should be able to find an owner to your problem.

President Bob Johnson: We can discuss this, we are going to have to research and put a team together. I really think that if you brought something to Molly’s attention she would send them a letter; I know she does quite a few.

Jim Morley Jr: If you all need any help with that I will be happy to help.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Thank you, Sir.

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: Thank you.

Jason Baxter: Thanks Jim.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: I didn’t mean to put you up on the firing line.
 
CLAIMS:

President Bob Johnson: Next up we have claims, SJCA Surveying for Section Corner Perpetuation invoice 5 of 10 and then we have Law Chevrolet for tire rotation…

Commissioner Dan Saylor: I make a motion to pay these claims.

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: Second.

President Bob Johnson: All in favor 3-0

OTHER BUSINESS:

President Bob Johnson: Anything else for Drainage Board?

Jason Baxter: No, Sir.

(Gentleman speaking in the audience)

President Bob Johnson: Oh, I’m sorry. Can you please come up and state your name please?

Ray Lamey: My name is Ray Lamey and I live I Autumn Ridge…

President Bob Johnson: You are Mr. Lamey; we just met with you a couple weeks ago didn’t we?

Ray Lamey: Yeah, well we have considerable drainage and run off from that new addition to the east of Autumn Ridge I have pictures where there is mud running down the road into the storm drains. I have people’s back yards on the north side getting flooded with mud…

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Mr. Lamey, are those storm drains protected with ribbons, straw, or anything?

Ray Lamey: Well, it has exceeded that hold on I have some pictures.

President Bob Johnson: Didn’t we send a letter to Mr….

Steve Sherwood: Mr. Reinbrecht

President Bob Johnson: Yes, from our Attorney and what did we do there? Did we cease and desist or what did we do?

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: We did that, then we let it back up.

Steve Sherwood: He brought the site into compliance at a certain time

President Bob Johnson: That was for the entrance.

Steve Sherwood: Right, and then the site in general.

Ray Lamey: This is the northeast corner the back two lots have about a 20-foot drop off at about a 30 degree angle and like; today it rained it flooded all the way down. This is within I think Mr. Reinbrecht’s property, but on that one, but it’s a problem because it’s going to become a health issue, mosquitos and all sorts of things. Here was on Wednesday, Monday they came out and repaired…this is on the north side…they repaired that. Well, Wednesday that crack is already there without any rain, here is some of the residual from running down Autumn Ridge and let’s see here…this is another one from the back of the north side where it is overflowing they are getting ready to bust through. Here is another one north side; this is Autumn Ridge this morning.

Steve Sherwood: What was your rainfall out at that site?

Ray Lamey: I don’t know, it wasn’t a huge rain.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: I had to dump out my pool and it was about an inch below the skimmer so I know we got excess of an inch.

Steve Sherwood: We had an inch at my place east of there about 2 miles.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Mr. Lamey, did someone do this or is that the way it was?

Ray Lamey: Well, that was the way it was when I took pictures about 9-9:30am

Commissioner Dan Saylor: So, you didn’t do this for the picture.

Ray Lamey: No, no I don’t touch that.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Okay, I just wanted to ask.

Ray Lamey: Okay, this is also on the north side…

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Who’s property is this running on?

Ray Lamey: One of the north side neighbors.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: So, this is not your property?

Ray Lamey: That’s not my property, that’s all on the north side. Here is also what it looked like at about 9:30am this morning and here is what happened when the rain quit at 10:00am they had a company out there power washing the mud down into the storm sewers so it wouldn’t be so noticeable, so one of my neighbors go that picture.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: I think those are the best pictures I think we’ve ever received.

Ray Lamey: So, part of my, I’m here for the other meeting too but since this is the Drainage Board I wanted to bring this before the Drainage Board that…

President Bob Johnson: What other meeting are you here for?

Ray Lamey: I thought the Commissioners and the Planning Committee were all today?

President Bob Johnson: Area Plan is tonight at 6 o’clock.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Commissioner’s at 4 o’clock. My thing is we’ve had issues with this developer since the start and what I am upset about is a little bit of this, he said he was going to leave trees there, it was approved by APC on the plat and then he takes them out.

Ray Lamey: Well, I found more information, somehow between where we all agreed and going through the APC and coming back to you those stipulations were left out of the final plat.

President Bob Johnson: Where did you get that information?

Ray Lamey: Molly. Molly said that Mr. Reinbrecht is un-touchable; he followed the plat to a “T”.

Steve Sherwood: I don’t believe a final plat has been recorded yet.

President Bob Johnson: Molly showed me the plat and it was on there, the last plat that I saw it was on there….

Steve Sherwood: There had been a primary plat approved and that….

President Bob Johnson: That’s what we approved.

Steve Sherwood: I have not seen a final plat.

President Bob Johnson: We have not seen a final plat

Ray Lamey: Okay.
Steve Sherwood: He can not sell a lot until he records a final plat.

Ray Lamey: Well, he is already selling a lot to one of my neighbors son’s.

Steve Sherwood: He can not get a building permit, I stand corrected on that, and the right of way does not exist until the plat is recorded either, so there is no public right of way for the street, hence she cant get a building permit until the final plat is recorded. He can probably sell in theory all he wants…

Commissioner Dan Saylor: So, we still have some leverage?

President Bob Johnson: We should, but that’s going to have to be something we talk to Molly about.

Steve Sherwood: I can tell you I have already sent Mr. Reinbrecht an email this morning, I believe I copied you on it, a complaint that was originally filed by Scott Darling and then a neighbor on the north east corner a Willard Smith, but anyhow it was copied to the contractor and Mr. Reinbrecht and to Morrie and the Commissioners and members of the Surveyor’s Office and I have instructed my Inspector to go back out and make another erosion control inspection…

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: When will that happen?

Steve Sherwood: As soon as it dries up enough so she doesn’t get stuck in the mud so to speak, I also referenced the site that if it has been more than 15 days and they haven’t disturbed any dirt he should be doing some temporary ground cover or seeding to promote grass to prevent additional run off. One of the owners just south of Mr. Lamey in the same subdivision said he thinks he has altered the drainage I have put him on notice for that with any alterations to the drainage plan need to come before the Drainage Board, I think he was complaining just about the amount of mud that was entering his rear yard south of Dr. Lamey’s, it’s one of your neighbors just 2 or 3 lots south of you. He works for Alcoa, Scott Darling, I said Scott Davis it’s Scott Darling.

Ray Lamey: Yeah, I think they were the one that called the emergency crew in, their neighbor Bill Felts (?) he built a house and the water was coming within 10-feet of this back door and they were in Florida and that’s when emergency things came out and they opened up drainage so it didn’t accumulate. I don’t know what we can do with the drainage…

President Bob Johnson: I don’t either, what I need to do tonight at APC I will be involved in that as well, but we need to find out and maybe sign you in to bring you up so you can speak on it here at APC and see what our options are there. Most of this from what I am hearing falls under the APC guidelines and jurisdiction I would think, that’s not Drainage Board necessarily. 

Ray Lamey: Okay, well, I think we need to do something before they start construction because then it’s going to be a bear…

Steve Sherwood: They do have an approved drainage plan in place, they have an approved SWPPP in place, it’s enforcement in place of those that is the question.

President Bob Johnson: Right, and I think that you need to send your person out..

Steve Sherwood: That has been done already this morning again.

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: Tell her to get her waiters on.

Steve Sherwood: She is burning up my budget on this development alone, I cant tell you the amount of times she has been there since they broke ground.

President Bob Johnson: Well, if they are not complying we need to shut them down.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: See, that right there burns me up, here one person is non-compliant, he doesn’t even live in our community, he is burning up all these tax monies that he has allocated for an annual basis on this one this, that really pisses me off.

President Bob Johnson: So lets address this in APC, Sir.

Ray Lamey: Okay, that’s fine I just figured while the Drainage Board is here I would pipe in, thank you for allowing me to talk.

STORM WATER DEPARTMENT

Steve Sherwood: Thank you Mr. President, I just want to report to the Board last week we finally had our much awaited Indiana Department of Environmental Management Audit for our MS4.

President Bob Johnson: How did I do?

[bookmark: _GoBack]Steve Sherwood: Did pretty good, they covered 4 of the 6 what we call “Minimum Control Measures” or MCMs. MCM #1 was “Public Education and Outreach”, MCM #2 “Public Participation and Involvement”, MCM #3 “Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination” and MCM #4 for “Municipal Operations Pollution Prevention and Good House Keeping” that was the critical one. We have five (5) facilities that qualify under the Good House Keeping MCM #6 those being the Highway Department, Sheriff Department, Storm Water Department, Animal Control, and Parks Department at Scales Lake. She wanted to visit two (2) she chose the Highway Department and Parks Department at Scales Lake, with minimum amount of effort to correct some of the noted issues that she uncovered mainly at the Highway Department was some salt that leaves the salt storage building and we have to try to contain that better and then some minor things out at the Scales Lake maintenance shed it needs some more spill kits on hand and a few more signage’s, things of that nature. We have until September 10th to correct or respond with a corrected plan of action, we are taking care of that. I would like to thank Barbi in my office, and Bobby and Jack Barclay did a great job getting the Highway Department in shape and ready for the inspection. The only two (2) minor clerical things in our office that was discussed was we need to document the better of the Annual Inspection Report of these facilities, in other words get the Department Head’s signatures or the person responsible to sign the report when the actual inspection is done. The other issue I discussed with Phil she was concerned about how we distribute Crossbow through the Surveyor’s Office for the use of the farmers to apply in Legal Drains, which they do as a service for us since Jason is already taxed with doing as much weed maintenance on Legal Drains as possible. She was concerned that we are not a licensed person or supplying them to people who may not be licensed to apply the herbicide, in discussing it with Phil I think these farmers probably have a license, but I think they have to have a license to get that herbicide and apply it for their farm lands I just don’t have that information and perhaps the herbicide agreement indemnifies us as a County, but it doesn’t say anything on there about the people that we distribute it to that they are licensed. I sent this to Morrie to review the agreement to see if he has anything to add if necessary, but she was concerned that it could come back on Storm Water that if we supply the herbicide, if a farmer was to have an accidental spill and it could be rooted back to us as a supplier of the chemical. So, I am going to have Morrie look at that and discuss with Phil.

President Bob Johnson: I don’t think you need a license to do that…

Steve Sherwood: You would almost have to have a license as the farmer to handle such chemicals; I don’t think the Co-op would supply them without them being licensed.

Phil Baxter: That’s not right; I buy it all the time.

Commissioner Dan Saylor: I buy it too.

Steve Sherwood: That is all I have to report on the IDEM volte audit we have been waiting forever to have it finally did it, it took three years to get to that point. To answer the question from Terry earlier, I still have not received any updates for the SWPPP Grant Application that we submitted for two separate Storm Water projects; I am still awaiting some type of word on that.

President Bob Johnson: Good job on that inspection, appreciate it.

Steve Sherwood: Barbi did a great job, she showed them all records, she did a great job record keeping. She handles all the public outreach and public education, so my hat is off to her.

Jason Baxter: Make sure the Council knows that.

President Bob Johnson: Make sure Barbi knows that.

Steve Sherwood: I have expressed my gratitude to my personal.

President Bob Johnson: Anything else?

Steve Sherwood: That is all I have.

President Bob Johnson: Anything else?
Jason Baxter: I’m good.

MOTION TO ADJOURN:

Commissioner Terry Phillippe: Motion to adjourn

Commissioner Dan Saylor: Second.

President Bob Johnson: All in favor 3-0
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